Wednesday 7th June, 2023

The Chairman

Permanent Parliamentary Committee on Gender Equiality and Women’s Enpowerment
Parliament House Post Office, Waigani. NCD

National Capital District

Dear Chairman

SUBJECT: SARV SOLUTION — NEPU BAKAI (SORCERY COURT) RESEARCH FINDING

Please find below a submission in response to SARV. A discovery in 2018 known as Nepu Bakai which means
Sorcery Court in Kairuku Language. My name is Linda Rau-Tule, | am the Director and Founder of Awaha
Sustainable Development Foundation Inc. (ASDF). Through my voluntary work as research assistant with
National Reseach Institute (NRI) from 2018-2020, | discovered as Sorcery Court in Kivori Kui/Kivori Poe in
Kairuku District, Central Province which has been practiced for generations over the years.

Only a research will answer more questions should we wish to fund and research Nepu Bakai. To go back in
history how long nepu bakai has been around. | found from one elder now who at the time as a teenage when
he witness a nepu bakai in 1970. Also a great grandmother now in the 1960’s when she witnessed a nepu
bakai when she as a young girl. Below is an Abstract on Nepu Bakai | wrote when | was invited to a conference
in Brisbane Australia in 2020 but was cancelled due to COVID.’19.

NEPU BAKAI — A Non-Violent traditional court of Kivori Tribes
by Linda Aiva Rau (Tule)

ABSTRACT

I discovered Nepu Bakai a traditional court since becoming a Research Recorder
fJor National Research Institute (NRI) in partnership with Australian National
University (ANU) in 2018. Before any other courts or formal judiciary systems
were introduced in Kivori Villages Nepu Bakai already existed. The meaning of
Mepu Bakai fs Sorcery Court, NEPU means Sorcery, BAKAI means Court in Kivori
Language. Currently Nepu Bakai is part of the Judiciary system used by Kivori
Kui and Kivori Poe Village people to settle sorcery related accusations whenever
someone is sick.

Nepu Bakai is a Non Violent Court, even after Nepu Bakai is carried out and sick
people die the accused sorcerer’s are not affected violently nor cast out of their
homes. There is a process before Nepu Bakai is conducted in the village by clan
chiefs for the village people that has 100% peaceful way of solving sorcery
related accusations. Nepu Bakai is optional and not an obligation for the village
people to use. The rights of the village people to choose either Village Court or
Nepu Bakai are respected to any settle sorcery related accusations in the village.

The Kivori Villages consist of Kivori Kui Village, Kivori Poe Village, Meauri Village
and Hereparu Village, in Kairuku/Hiri District, Central Province. It has a
population of about 5000 people, including women and children and covers an
area of 1000 square kilometers. It is situated 200 kilometers west of Port
Moresby along the coastline it is accessible by road 4 hours of driving depending
on road conditions, sea and air (helicopter).



Also below is a newspaper article by Post Courier in July 2022 regarding providing a solution for SARV, which
can be only done through research. Through this research finding we can taylor our findings on what is the
best practice used by Human Rights Defenders Association to solve Sorcery related accusations. This may not
be a 100% solutions but is a start to finding out what is already on the ground. Make a start with what is
already working on the ground and work towards protecting the life of people at risk who are facing SARV.




Also below is a letter from Dr. Fiona Hukula regarding a research to be But unable to continue because of
funding obstacles.

THE NATIONAL
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

FAPUA NEW GUINEA&

RO March 2018

Mg Linda Tule
Community Recorder
Sorcery Accusation Related Violenos Research Progect

Dear Mrs Tule,

The PNG NRI Building Safer COMMUNItEs would 8 ppresiate your assistancs in facilitating
& visit te Hieagi H village, Kairuky Hir Distict to furtherreseach and document via fim
the Nepy Bakai court whith you 45 8 SOMMUNTY IScorder have Jocumentsd thiough the
reconder forms. Pleasse do nothesitate myseFor Ms Monica Kolkia showd youhave any
COnNCEMs or q UETies.

Zincerely,

Flubwta .

CrHukuls

Beonior Ressarch Fellow and Program Leader
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Reference for Linda Tule
To whom it may conosrmn

Linda Tule worked for me doing data gathering on Sorcery Accusalion Related Violenoe in
Parl Moresby for several years from 201 8-2030. During this perod, she was reliable and

1

de=mmior 1 ir ng

ring data and carefully recording it and communicaling il ta
the research t=am. Linda alkso is an admirable communily advocale agairs! violence. |
would be happy o answer any spedfic gueslions aboul Linda's work:.

Yours sincensly

Miranda Forsyth

Echool of Regulaton and Global Gosermancs (Reghed) | The Ausralian MaSonal U niversity

Should you require additional information please don’t not hesitate to contact me on 78763952 or
71069217 or email: linda.tule@gmail.com. Look forward to a reply.

Yours faithfully,

Linda Rau-Tule

Director and Founder


mailto:linda.tule@gmail.com

